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Chapter 1
Reference Slides and Election Indicators



State of the presidential race: July 2016

October 19, 2016  |  Justin C. Brown

Sources: Kyle Trygstad, Where Things Stand at the Midpoint of the Year,National Journal, July 5, 2016; Huffpost Pollster,, 2016.  

STATE OF THE RACE

While the President has seen his approval ratings rise, boding 
well for Clinton, most still believe that the nation is on the 
wrong track, giving hope to Donald Trumps campaign. 

Since the first debate, and the following leaked tape of 
¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ 
Trump has steadily fallen in the polls

General election polling

Polling averages by HuffPost Pollster as of 10/19/2016

Clinton Trump

48.9% 40.7%

51.3%

ά!ƭƭ ƛƴ ŀƭƭΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
generally headed in the right direction, or do 
ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘǊŀŎƪΚέ

Right Direction     Wrong Track

President Obama has seen his approval 
ratings consistently rise since Christmas 
2015. In December his approval rating 
was averaging at about 43%. 

Presidential approval rating
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Florida, North Carolina, Nevada and 
Ohio are complete toss ups

COOK POLITICAL REPORT ELECTORAL RATINGS

October 19, 2016  | Ben Booker and Owen Minott

Source: Cook Political Report Electoral College Ratings, September 23, 2016.

Solid Democrat   Likely Democrat   Lean Democrat   Toss Up   Lean Republican  Likely Republican   Solid Republican

Map of Cook Political Reportôs electoral college ratings
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Cook ratings point too close race in presidential election

October 14, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr. and Madelaine Pisani

Source: Cook Political Report Electoral College Ratings, September 30, 2016.

COOK POLITICAL REPORT ELECTORAL RATINGS

The Cook Political Report: Electoral College ratings

Solid D Likely D Lean D Toss Up Lean R Likely R Solid R

15 STATES

California (55)
Connecticut (7)
Delaware (3)

D.C. (3)
Hawaii (4)
Illinois (20)

Maine-01 (1)
Maryland (10)

Massachusetts (11)
New Jersey (14)
New Mexico (5)
New York (29)

Oregon (7)
Rhode Island (4)

Vermont (3)
Washington (12)

3 STATES*

Maine-AL (2)
Minnesota (10)

Virginia (13)

5 STATES

Michigan (16)
New Hampshire (4)
Pennsylvania (20)

Wisconsin (10)
Colorado (9)

4 STATES*

Florida (29)
Nebraska-02 (1)

Nevada (6)
North Carolina (15)

Ohio (18)

3 STATES

Arizona (11)
Georgia (16)

Iowa (6)
Maine-02 (1)

3 STATES

Indiana (11)
Missouri (10)

Utah (6)

18 STATES

Alabama (9)
Alaska (3)

Arkansas (6)
Idaho (4)
Kansas (6)

Kentucky (8)
Louisiana (8)
Mississippi (6)
Montana (3)

Nebraska-AL (2)
Nebraska-01 (1)
Nebraska-03 (1)
North Dakota (3)

Oklahoma (7)
South Carolina (9)
South Dakota (3)
Tennessee (11)

Texas (38)
West Virginia (5)

Wyoming (3)

188 EV 25 EV 59 EV 70 EV 33 EV 27 EV 136 EV

*Maine and Nebraska split their electoral votes



Sources:  Colin Diersing, Johnson, Stein fade in closing weeks,National Journal, October 11, 2016.

Voters age 18 -34 in four -way race 

October 14, 2016  |  Libbie Wilcox 2

HOTLINE PRESIDENTIAL UPDATE

Based on headlines from 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ

Johnson, Stein fade in closing weeks as young 
voters move away from third parties

Quinnipiac national pool: September 8 ς13 v. October 5 ς6  

Clinton      Trump      Johnson      Stein

Analysis 
ÅYoung voters have shifted their support 
from third party candidates to Clinton 
over the last month 
ÅJohnsons support among millennials 
declined 18 percentage points, while 
Stein s support fell 6 percentage points



HOTLINE PRESIDENTIAL UPDATE

More traditionally Republican editorial boards 
come out in support of Clinton 

Sources: Karyn Bruggeman, Clinton draws large crowd at Ohio State,National Journal, October 11, 2016.

Based on headlines from 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ

4

Conservative newspaper endorsement tracker

October 14, 2016  |  Libbie Wilcox

Never in their 148-year history September 30, 2016

Over 100 years September 23, 2016

Never in their 36-year history September 27, 2016

Over 100 years October, 9, 2016

Over 75 years September 7, 2016

Name Date of last Dem endorsement Date of Clinton endorsement 



Women favor Clinton, ,en lean Trump this election cycle

October 18, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Pew Research Center, 2016. 

Support for presidential candidates and parties by gender

Pew Research Center, August ςSeptember 2016

Men

Women

PRESIDENTIAL DEMOGRAPHIC POLLING

¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƭǎDhtΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ     
/ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ Ǉƻƭƭǎ5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎΩ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ



Clinton has overwhelming lead among 
African American voters

October 18, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Pew Research Center, 2016. 

Support for presidential candidates and parties by race

White

Black

PRESIDENTIAL DEMOGRAPHIC POLLING

¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƭǎDhtΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ     
/ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ Ǉƻƭƭǎ5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎΩ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ

Latino

Pew Research Center, August ςSeptember 2016



Clinton team hopes for high youth turnout on election day

October 18, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Pew Research Center, 2016. 

Support for presidential candidates and parties by age group

Young voters

Early middle-aged voters

PRESIDENTIAL DEMOGRAPHIC POLLING

¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƭǎDhtΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ     
/ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ Ǉƻƭƭǎ5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎΩ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ

Older voters

Late middle-aged voters

18-29 for candidates
18-35 for parties

30-49 for candidates
36-51 for parties

50-64 for candidates
52-70 for parties

65+ for candidates
71-88 for parties

Pew Research Center, August ςSeptember 2016



Voters with postgraduate degrees prefer Clinton

October 18, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Pew Research Center, 2016.

Support for presidential candidates and parties by age group

Postgrad

College grad

PRESIDENTIAL DEMOGRAPHIC POLLING

¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƭǎDhtΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ     
/ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ Ǉƻƭƭǎ5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎΩ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ

High School or less

Some college

even

Pew Research Center, August ςSeptember 2016



Third party challengers prepare their campaigns for 2016,
Libertarian ticket may be attractive to voters

THIRD PARTY CAMPAIGNS

September 30, 2016  | Justin C. Brown

Analysis
Å The Johnson-Weld ticket was confirmed on May 29 and 

became the first ticket of any party to consist of two 
governors since the 1948 election cycle. 

ÅGary Johnson is running on a platform that is socially liberal 
and fiscally conservative, a political ideology that currently 
resonates well in the Mountain West and the Northeast: two 
regions in which both candidates have political experience.

Å Johnson was shown to be polling at 13% in the state of Utah, 
a historically Republican state that largely refuses to back 
Donald Trump. Nationally, he has hovered around 7%.

Å The ticket is currently on the ballot in 37 states and working 
on access in all 50 states. 

Major third party candidates in 2016

Name Gary Johnson

Party Libertarian

Last Political 
Position Held

Governor of New Mexico 
(1995-2003)

Vice 
President

William Weld, 
Former Gov. of Massachusetts

Sources: Julia Azari, The States that Love (and Hate) Third-Party Candidates,FiveThirtyEight, July 6, 2016; Libertarian Party, 2016 Presidential Ballot Access Map,; Bernie 
Quigley. Gary Johnson and William Weld Could Bring a Libertarian Awakening,The Hill, May 23, 2016; Nora Kelly Gary Johnson is Having a Good Day,The Atlantic, May 
24,2016; Lindsay Castleberry, Right Down the Middle: Gary Johnson Sticks to the Issues,Fox Business, July 6, 2016; Bill Scher, Think Youve got it Locked, Hillary? Meet Jill 
Stein, Politico, June 19, 2016; Jill 2016, Dr. Jill Stein Secures Green Presidential Nomination,June 15, 2016.

Name Jill Stein

Party Green

Last Political 
Position Held

Lexington, MA Town Meeting 
Member (1995-2011)

Vice 
President

TBD

Analysis
ÅJill Stein has yet to be officially awarded the Green Party 
nomination, however she is seen as the presumptive nominee 
after winning nominating contests in 29 states. 
ÅStein has committed to running on a platform that very much 
resembles Bernie Sanderspolicy goals but Steins approach 
has been called slightly more pacifist and more ambitious.
ÅStein has been polling nationally around 5% but has failed to 
show a promising regional appeal from which she could make an 
impact on the electoral college vote. 
ÅThe Green Party is expected to have ballot access in 47 states 
as 3 statespetition processes have given the party trouble. 
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{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ tƻǎǘΣ άнлмс tǊƛƳŀǊȅ 5ŜōŀǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΣέ aŀǊŎƘ мсΣ нлмрΤ CǊƻƴǘƭƻŀŘƛƴƎIvΣ ά¢ƘŜ нлмс tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣέ нлмсΦ

September 30, 2016 |  Katharine Conlon, Justin Brown and Christine Yan

2016 ELECTION CALENDAR
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2016 election calendar
Election Date     Debate     FEC Deadline     Convention

March

June July August

September October November

December

April May
Mar. I: Caucuses (AK GOP, CO Dem., CO GOP, MN, ND GOP, WY GOP) 

Primaries (AL, AR, GA, MA, OK, TN, TX, VT, VA)
Mar. 3: Fox News GOP Primary Debate
Mar. 5: LA Primary, GOP Caucuses (KY, ME, KS), Dem. Caucuses (KS, NE)
Mar. 6: ME Dem. Caucus, PR GOP Primary, Democratic Primary Debate
Mar. 8: Primaries (MI, MS, ID Rep.), HI GOP Caucus
Mar. 9: Univision/The Washington Post Democratic Primary Debate 
Mar. 10: CNN/Salem Radio GOP Primary Debate 
Mar. 15: Primaries (IL, MO, FL, NC, OH), MP GOP caucus
Mar. 22: AZ Primary, Caucuses (ID Dem., UT Dem., UT Rep.)
Mar. 26: Dem. Caucuses (AK, HI, WA)

Apr. 5: WI Primary
Apr. 9: WY Dem. Caucus
Apr. 14: CNN/NY1 Democratic Primary Debate
Apr. 15: FEC Filing Deadline
Apr. 19:  NY Primary
Apr. 26: Primaries (CT, DE, PA, MD, RI)

May 3:IN Primary 
May 10: Primaries (NE GOP, WV)
May 17: Primaries (KY Dem., OR)
May 24: WA GOP Primary

June 7: Primaries (CA, MT, NJ, NM, SD), ND Dem. Caucus
June 14: DC Dem. Primary 
June 28: UT Primary

July 15: FEC Filing Deadline
July 18-21: wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ bŀǘΩƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ό/ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΣ hIύ
July 25-28: 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ bŀǘΩƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ όtƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΣ t!ύ

Sept. 26: First Presidential Debate

Oct. 4: Vice Presidential Debate
Oct. 9: Second Presidential Debate
Oct. 15: FEC Filing Deadline
Oct. 19: Third Presidential Debate

Nov. 8: Election day
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2016 PRESIDENTIAL DELEGATE TRACKER

AP calls Democratic presidential primary for 
Hillary Clinton, Trump clinches GOP nomination

Democratic delegate count

September 30, 2016  |  Alexander Perry, Christine Yan, and Katharine Conlon

Sources: Associated Press, Delegate Tracker; Politico, Delegate Tracker.

Clinton Trump

Sanders

Republican delegate count

Allocated Delegates

2,383 Delegates Needed to Win the Democratic Nomination

Allocated Delegates

1,237 Delegates Needed to Win the Republican Nomination

Total 2,472
DelegatesWin

Needs 
672 
delegates

Win:
2,806/4,765

Short 503 
delegates

Cruz and Kasich suspended their 
campaigns the first week of May
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16October 14, 2016  |  Libbie Wilcox 

Sources: Ally Mutnick and Colin Diersing, PEW analysis shows Hispanic perceptions of parties largely unchanged,October 13, 2016.

HOTLINE PRESIDENTIAL UPDATE

Based on headlines from 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ

Which party has more concern for Latinos

Pew Research Center National Survey of Latinos, August 23 ςSeptember 21

Pew analysis shows Hispanic perceptions 
of parties largely unchanged 

Analysis 
Å75% of Hispanic registered voters 
have discussed Trumps comments 
about Hispanics and other 
minorities in the last year
Å74% of Hispanic registered voters 
who have discussed Trumps 
comments are absolutely certain 
they will vote

Democratic Party     Republican Party      No difference



ELECTORAL COLLEGE MAP

California, Texas, Florida and New York
hold large electoral power

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ¦Φ{Φ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ά5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ±ƻǘŜǎΣέ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млΣ нлмлΤ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ wŜǎearch, 2015. 

September 30, 2016 | Katharine Conlon, Christine Yan 

Number of electoral votes per state

3-5     6-8     9-13     14-25    26-55

Analysis

ÅThe Electoral College consists of 
538 electors, and a majority of 
270 electoral votes is needed to 
elect a President.
ÅEach state is allocated electors 
based on the number of 
members of Congress it has. In 
addition, DC has 3 electors.  
ÅExcept for Maine and Nebraska, 
states have a άǿƛƴƴŜǊ-take-ŀƭƭέ 
system which allots all the 
electoral votes in the state to the 
winning candidate.
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CONSISTENTLY DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN STATES

Based on past presidential elections, Democrats may hold 
a slight advantage heading into 2016 general election

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦƎƻǾΣ ά¦{ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜέΤ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ /ƻƻƪΣ άLǎ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ¢ƛŘŜ {ƘƛŦǘƛƴƎΚέΤ tƻƭƛǘƛŦŀŎǘΦŎƻƳΣάм8 States Have Voted Democratic in Six Consecutive 
9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ нпн 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ±ƻǘŜǎΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ƛƭƭ {ŀȅǎέ 

September 30, 2016 | Christine Yan 

States that voted consistently in the past six presidential elections

Voted Republican every election since 1992     Voted Democratic every election since 1992

Analysis

Å Democrats won 18 states plus 
the District of Columbia six times 
in a row, which in 2016 would 
earn 242 electoral votes, about 
90 percent of the 270 electoral 
votes needed to win.

Å In contrast, Republicans 
consistently carried 13 states 
over the last six elections, which 
in 2016 would earn the party 102 
electoral votes, 38 percent of the 
270 needed to win.

Å For more information on the 
political climate of the 
presidential primary, readCharlie 
/ƻƻƪΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ.

Share of Electoral Votes Historically Won 
by Democrats and Republicans since 1992

270 needed to win presidential election

18
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34 states allow a form of in -person early voting

EARLY VOTING MAP

September 30, 2016  | Justin C. Brown

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ά!ōǎŜƴǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ ±ƻǘƛƴƎΣέ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ рΣ нлмсΤ ¦Φ{Φ ±ƻǘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά{ǘŀǘe EƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΣέ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ 
February 12, 2016

Analysis

Å13 highlighted states do not 
legally have early voting but 
have άLƴ-ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀōǎŜƴǘŜŜέ 
voting, allowing a voter to apply 
in person for an absentee ballot, 
without an excuse, and cast that 
ballot in one trip to an election 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

In -person early voting laws , by state

Early in-person voting  No early in-person voting 
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After two -term presidencies, parties rarely maintain 
control of the White House

September 30, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Sources: Post-World War II Presidential Elections Following Second Presidential Term,Cook Political Report, Dece,ber 6, 2016; Presidential Approval Ratings -- Gallup 
Historical Statistics and Trends,Gallup; RealClearPolitics, 2016.

HISTORICAL ELECTION TRENDS

Presidential election results following 2 nd presidential term

1960-2008

Year President Party 2nd TermApproval Party Election Result

1960 Eisenhower Republican 61% Democrats take White House

1968 Kennedy/Johnson Democrat 50% Republicanstake White House

1976 Nixon/Ford Republican 53% Democrats takeWhite House

1988 Reagan Republican 55% Republicans keep White House

2000 Clinton Democrat 61%
Republicanstake White House 

(Dems win popular vote)

2008 G. W. Bush Republican 37% Democrats take White House

2016 Obama Democrat 50% ?

20



The Democratic advantage: a diversifying electorate

September 30, 2016  |  Christine Yan

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ ¢ƘƻƳ CƛƭŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛŦȅƛƴƎ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ςVoting Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin in 2012 (and Other Recent Elections)Σέ /ŜƴǎǳǎΦƎƻǾΣ aŀȅ нлмо

PERCENTAGE OF VOTERS BY RACE

Percentage of voters in past presidential elections by race

Whites     Blacks     Hispanics   Asians

Analysis

Å5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎΩ ƘƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
White House rest on remobilizing 
the Obama coalition of millennials, 
single women, and nonwhite voters
ÅMinorities are less likely to vote 
GOP; the trend of a diversifying 
electorate in recent elections is an 
advantage for Democrats

Contributions from Josh Krashaaur
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The GOP advantage: desire for change

September 30, 2016  |  Christine Yan, Justin C. Brown

Sources: Gallup.com, Jan 4-10, 2016; NBC/WSJ Poll, Dec 6-9, 2015.

PRESIDENTIAL JOB APPROVAL AND DESIRE FOR CHANGE

Percentage responding to question:

ñAll in all, do you think things in the nation are 
generally headed in the right direction, or do you 
feel things are on the wrong track?ò

Wrong Direction    Right Direction

Obamaôs presidential job approval

(Gallup Poll)

Disapprove    Approve

'09 '10 '11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16

Disapprove:
50%

Approve:
46%

Wrong 
Direction:

66%

Right 
Direction:

20%
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New data shows that 2012 voters were whiter, older 
and less educated than previously thought

September 30, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Nate Cohn, There Are More White Voters Than People Think. Thats Good News for Trump,The New York Times, June 9, 2016.

2012 VOTER DATA

Exit Polls     Voter File

Voter data: exit polls v. voter file

2012 Election

Why this is good news for Trump:

Å Exit poll data from 2012 led many to believe 
that Republicans would need to make inroads 
with young and non-white voters to win future 
elections

Å Trump has not successfully courted those two 
demographics, but he polls well with old, 
uneducated whites

Å However, the new voter file and census data 
suggests that Trump may have a path to 
victory that does not require increased 
support from minority and young voters

The voter file, a compilation of local records 
of all registered voters, is a more reliable 
sources than exit polls. Census data closely 
mirrored the voter file numbers. 
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GOP making gains in swing state voting registration

September 30, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: State registration data; Ben SchrekingerΣ άIƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊǳƳǇΥ Dht ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ wŀŎŜ ƛƴ YŜȅ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣέ tƻƭƛǘƛŎƻΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ннΣ нлмсΤ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪΣ ά.ŀǘǘƭŜƎǊƻǳƴŘ-
State Voter Registration Gives Democrats Early 9ŘƎŜΣέ .ƭƻƻƳōŜǊƎΣ aŀǊŎƘ моΣ нлмсΦ

VOTER REGISTRATION DATA

Democrats 2014     Democrats 2016     Republicans 2014     Republicans 2016

Registered voters, by party

Millions of people

ÅRepublicanshave a much a greater 
increase in voter registration than 
Democrats in Florida, Pennsylvania, 
North Carolina and Iowa

ÅHowever, Democratshave done a 
better job at increasing voter 
turnout in Hispanic-heavy western 
states Colorado, Nevadaand Arizona

24



2016 and future elections may see new swing states

October 3, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Ben Kamisar, 5 Unexpected States That Could Be Battlegrounds,The Hill, June 6, 2016.

NEW POTENTIAL BATTLEGROUND STATES

4 new potential battleground states

Utah has been one of the most reliably red states in 
the US, voting Republican in each of the past 12 
presidential elections. A June poll had Clinton and 
Trump tied with 35%; Libertarian Gary Johnson trails 
with 13%. Mormons could play a role in turning Utah 
blue. In the GOP primary, Trump came in last place and  
over 50 points behind Cruz. Mitt Romney, a prominent 
Mormon, has been a vocal critic of Trump.

Arizona is home to the fifth-highest number of 
eligible Hispanic voters in all of the states, although 
less than half of the Hispanic population is eligible to 
vote due to a lack of voter registration or citizenship. 
Reports show Hispanic voter registration on the rise, 
and 89% of Hispanic people view Trump unfavorably. A 
June poll in the state showed Trump with only a 4-
point lead. 

In Georgia , Clinton is looking to replicate her 
husbands success: Bill Clinton won the state in 1992. 
Despite Republicans holding all statewide positions 
and winning the last five presidential elections here, 
the four major polls from May had Trump leading by 
less than 10% (his largest lead was 9% and his 
smallest was 1). Clinton polls much, much better 
among black Georgians, and 81% of the states growth 
between 2000-2010 came from minorities.

Michigan has voted blue in the past six elections, 
but Trump s populist rhetoric and aggressive push 
against trade deals could carry him to victory. Polls 
from early spring had Clinton up by double digits, but 
a late May poll had her up only 4 points. 
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Reported voting rates in presidential election years, by age

Americans 45 and over are more likely to vote 
than younger Americans

October 3, 2016  |  Katharine Conlon

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ άwŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ±ƻǘƛƴƎ wŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ¸ŜŀǊǎΣ ōȅ {ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΥ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфсп ǘƻ нлмнΣέ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ¢ƛƳŜ {ŜǊiesTables, 2013. 

VOTING RATES BY AGE

65+    45 - 64     25 - 44   18 - 24
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Reported voting rates in presidential election years, by gender

Male   Female

In recent years, females have been more likely 
to vote than males at the polls

October 3, 2016  |  Katharine Conlon

Sources: United State Census, Reported Voting Rates in Presidential Election Years, by Selected Characteristics: November 1964 to 2012,Historical Time Series Tables, 2013. 

VOTING RATES BY GENDER
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PARTY IDENTIFICATION

Identification with U.S. political parties
nears all -time low

U.S. party identification

September 30, 2016  |  Owen Minott

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ DŀƭƭǳǇΣ ά5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎΣ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ bŜŀǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ [ƻǿǎΣέ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ммΣ нлмсΦ

Republican    Independent     Democratic

When asked which party they 
lean towards, independents 
split evenly between Democrats 
(16%) and Republicans (16%)

The number of adults 
identifying as Democrats(29%) 
is at an all-time historical low 
since Gallup began asking this 
question in 1958
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Yearly averages, all adults


